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I write to enquire as to the status of the Coroner's inquest into the
death of Dr David Kelly.  I hope that it has not been subsumed within
the Hutton inquiry.

He had been put through the psychological mincing machine of the elite 
running this country and it is easy to imagine his sense of failure as
well as betrayal in both directions.  We have been told that he died 
from a cut wrist and that he had non-lethal levels of an analgesic in 
his blood.

As a past trauma and orthopaedic surgeon I cannot easily accept that 
even the deepest cut into one wrist would cause such exsanguination that 
death resulted.  The two arteries are of matchstick size and would have
quickly shut down and clotted.  Furthermore we have a man who was expert 
in lethal substances and who apparently chose a most uncertain method of 
suicide. 

The picture fits more with 'a cry for help' ( later comment -as seen in survivors in
A&E departments)

I have hesitated in writing this because I would not wish to hurt any 
family feelings but the elite have shown no such qualms.  I am pleased 
to note that even the BBC speaks of his 'alleged' suicide.

David Halpin FRCS 


